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THE 46TH PRESIDENT 


A transfer of power 
at a time like no other 


Between the still-raging pandemic and very real threat of violence, the inauguration of Joe Biden and 


Kamala Harris today promises to be one of the most unusual in American history. Harris played down 


any personal security concerns, saying she’s “very much looking forward” to being sworn in. “I will walk 


there, to that moment, proudly with my head up and my shoulders back,” Harris says. Staffreports 


Inaugural ceremony 
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Joe Raedle, Getty Images 


At noon today, Biden and Harris will be sworn in. Officials are telling the public to stay away from the ceremony, which will be held on the West 
Front of the Capitol and broadcast live by the major networks and cable news channels, and streamed on YouTube and other sites for free. 

As many as 200,000 flags, above — representing all 50 states — dot the National Mall in place of spectators. Don't expect to see President 
Donald Trump, who has said he will not attend. He will be the first outgoing president in 152 years to skip the inauguration of his successor. 
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Attendance 


The audience will be closer 
in size to that of a State 

of the Union address, 
about 2,000 people. 
Approximately 200 VIPs 

— including families of 

the president-elect and 

the vice president-elect, 
congressional leadership — 
will sit socially distanced on 
stage; the rest will be seated 
on the grounds below. 


Security 


Inaugurations have always 
warranted tight security, but 
the Jan. 6 storming of the 
Capitol by Trump supporters 
and calls for protests before 
the inauguration led officials 
to lock down Washington 
days early, closing streets 
and deploying some 25,000 
National Guard troops 
across the city to bolster 
security. 


Sources: Associated Press, Washington Post 


Parade 


The inaugural parade 

has been reimagined 

as a virtual Parade 
Across America, with 
performances simulcast 
for online streaming and 
broadcast on the major 
television networks and 
cable channels. The 
president will have a one- 
block ceremonial military 
escort to the White House. 


Performances 


Lady Gaga, above, will sing 
the national anthem and 
Jennifer Lopez and Garth 
Brooks will perform. Tom 
Hanks will host “Celebrating 
America,’ a 90-minute 
special at 8:30 p.m. ET on 
several networks starring 
Bruce Springsteen, John 
Legend, Foo Fighters, Justin 
Timberlake, Jon Bon Jovi, 
Demi Lovato and others. 


See more coverage of what’s happening in Washington, D.C. A4, A8-10 


Before 


Lotteries, A2 Go & Do, A2 


Nation & World, A4 Deaths, A14 Forum,C5 Sports, Bl 


TV listings, P2 
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WATERPROOFING 

FINISHING 

FOUNDATION REPAIRS 
HUMIDITY & MOLD CONTROL 
& NASTY CRAWL SPACES, TOO! 


CALL TODAY FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE 


Snow showers 
30°/26° 
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Trump offers 
kind words to 


his successor. A4 


Cavaliers’ new big 
man is a defender 
of the rim. B1 


DEWINE BRIEFING 


Unemployment 
scammers 
busy at work 


Jeremy Pelzer jpelzer@cleveland.com 


COLUMBUS — Unemployment benefits 
fraud is so widespread in Ohio that Gov. 
Mike DeWine, First Lady Fran DeWine 
and Lt. Gov. Jon Husted each had claims 
falsely filed in their names. 

“We weren't sure exactly what anyone 
is trying to accomplish there, with us, 
but we know that there’s a been a lot of 
those (scams),” DeWine, a Greene County 
Republican, said during his televised 
coronavirus briefing Tuesday. 

Husted, a Columbus-area Republican, 
said that state officials are still trying to 
track down exactly how many fraudu- 
lent jobless claims have been filed with 
the Ohio Department of Job and Family 
Services. 

But he said that so many false claims 
have been filed that state officials are 
now checking on every claim to make 
sure it’s genuine. That, Husted said, 
often leads to legitimate claims being 
delayed. 

“We're getting a lot of it right now,” 
Husted said. “It’s made the job of get- 
ting legitimate benefits out to peo- 
ple harder, and (we’re) doing every 
SEE DEWINE BRIEFING, A7 


ATTACK ON THE CAPITOL 


‘Lets storm the 
capitol in Ohio. 
Tell me when!’ 


Andrew J. Tobias atobias@cleveland.com 


COLUMBUS — The same night a group 
that included two Ohioans took part 
in the violent riot at the U.S. Capitol, a 
leader of a self-described militia group 
also suggested they also should storm the 
Ohio Statehouse, federal authorities said 
in charging documents filed Tuesday. 

Thomas Caldwell, of Virginia, sent 
Facebook messages documenting his 
part in the riot, including one that read: 
“We need to do this at the local level. Lets 
storm the capitol in Ohio. Tell me when!” 
according to the federal complaint filed 
Tuesday in the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia. 

Caldwell and two self-described mili- 
tia members from Ohio, Donovan Crowl 
and Jessica Watkins, all were charged 
together, and now face federal charges 
including conspiracy, conspiracy to 
impede or injure an officer, destruction 
of government property and obstruction 
of an official proceeding. 

SEE ATTACK ON THE CAPITOL, A18 
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THE BASEMENT Guys: 


*1,000: 


Any Waterproofing or Finishing 
Project for Your Home 


Cannot be combined with any other offer. Not valid for prior work, must 
be presented and redeemed at time of estimate. Expires 3/31/21 


1-844-959-4519 
TBGohio.com 


